Village of New York Mills
	May 12, 2026
Mayor Talerico called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the pledge of allegiance and roll call.  
Present:  Mayor Ernie Talerico, Trustee Edwards, Trustee Frankland, Trustee Copperwheat
 
Also, Present: Chief Robert Frankland, Chief Rick Ulinski, Attorney Kate Festine, Budget Director Brenda Mitchell, Highway Superintendent Sean Brady, Village Engineer Al Swirczek, Codes Enforcement Officer John Constas

Absent:  Highway Superintendent Sean Brady

Open Forum:  
Karen Sprague of 39 West Drive wanted to bring to the Board’s attention the problem she is experiencing with feral cats in her area.  She submitted a petition with 30 signatures requesting that the Village Board take action with the problem.  She feels that due to the fact that some neighbors are feeding the carts they are multiplying.  She is not sure what can be done but would like it looked into for several reasons most importantly damage that is being done to her yard and gardens.  
Paul Dudajek of 21 New Hartford Street echoed the concerns of Mrs. Sprague and would also like the board to do something to prevent the multiplying of these cats. 
Attorney Kevin O’Brien, representing property owner Michael J. Mimassi, addressed the Board to request a zoning change for 5 Henderson Street from R-1 to R-2. Attorney O’Brien stated that the current zoning is inconsistent with the neighborhood’s evolved character and referenced nearby rezonings at 28 Henderson Street and 65 New Hartford Street.
Mr. Mimassi further stated that in 2020, Village Assessor John Meagher required him to combine his properties—something he claims he would not have done otherwise. He indicated that he cannot financially maintain the property as a two-family dwelling and would need the zoning change to allow for a four-unit dwelling.
Following their remarks, Mayor Talerico invited questions from the Board. There being none, he thanked Attorney O’Brien and Mr. Mimassi for their comments.
Justin Hayes presented the board with preliminary plans that he has for the purchase of 386 Main Street (Christ the King Church) which he would like to convert into a 14-unit apartment house.  Village Attorney Kate Festine advised Mr. Hayes to have his attorney contact her so that they could discuss the process that he would have to take moving forward.


Regular Business
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve the Treasurer’s Report for April 2026. All in favor; motion passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Copperwheat and seconded by Trustee Kulpa to approve Abstract #12:
· General Fund: $170,929.82 
· Library Fund: 3,048.79
· Total: $173,978.61 
Voucher numbers #517–579. All in favor; motion passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Edwards and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to accept the minutes of the April 14, 2026 Board Meeting. All in favor, motion passed.

Departments
Fire Department
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for April 2026.
Congratulations to the newest Emergency Medical Technician Junior Fire Fighter Jose Bartholomeo.  
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland and seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to accept the Fire Department Report for April 2026. All in favor; motion passed.

Highway Department
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for April 2026.
A new lawnmower has been purchased and the mayor thanked Trustee Chamberlain for assisting with the DPW due to Sean Brady’s absence.  
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to accept the Highway Report for April 2026. All in favor; motion passed.

Police Department
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for April 2026.
Chief Frankland advised the Board that on May 27th there will be a Mock DWI drill at the school and invited the Board to attend.  Also, the After Prom Party is being held on May 30, 2026.
Resolution 31:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Edwards, seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to hire Kara Osika as a full-time police officer.  All in favor, motion passed.
Trustee Edwards and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve the Police Report for April 2026. All in favor; motion passed.

Code Enforcement
A written report is on file in the Clerk’s Office for April 2026.    John Constas advised the Board that he now is holding office hours every Tuesday and Thursday from 3-4PM.

Trustee Edwards made a motion seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve the Codes Enforcement Officers report for Apri l 2026.  All in favor, motion passed.

Engineer’s Report
Nothing to report.

Recreation Report
Trustee Edwards advised that the schedule for the Summer Concert Series has been completed with Yorkville for 2026.   The renovation at Pulaski Park for the bathrooms is almost completed, and the party in the park plans are right on schedule.
A motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to approve the Recreation Report. All in favor; motion passed.

Attorney’s Report
Attorney Festine is going to be scheduling a court date for the Krupa property at 504 Main Street and is going to look into solution for the feral cat situation.
New Business
Resolution 32: 2026:  
A motion was made by Trustee Frankland, seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to introduce Local Law #1 of 2026
Introductory Local Law No. 1 of 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk154761504]A Local Law to Regulate Vacant Buildings and Create a Vacant Building Registry in the Village of New York Mills.
Be it Enacted by the Board of Trustees of the Village of New York Mills:
Authority
This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the Authority granted pursuant to Article 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.
Legislative findings and purpose
It is the finding of the Village Board of Trustees that vacant buildings, by nature of their vacancy, impose disproportionate costs on the neighborhoods in which they are located and on the Village of New York Mills at large. The purpose of this article is to provide Village personnel with the knowledge they need to mitigate these costs and incentivize the owners of vacant buildings to rehabilitate and return them to occupancy.
Enactment
Article I: Definitions
Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following terms shall, for the purpose of this article, have the meanings indicated in this section:
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER
The person so designated by the mayor, who is generally the Codes Enforcement Officer for the Village of New York Mills.
OWNER
Those shown to be the owner or owners on the records of the Village of New York Mills Assessor, those identified as the owner or owners on a vacant building registration form, a mortgagor in possession, assignee of rents, receiver, executor, trustee, lease, or other person, firm or corporation in control of the premises. Any such person shall have a joint and several obligations for compliance with the provisions of this article.
VACANT BUILDING
Any building in which no occupant lawfully resides or no tenant is in lawful possession, or any building otherwise not being used for any lawful occupancy. For purposes of this article, buildings temporarily unoccupied for a period of less than six (6) months due to the temporary absence of the lawful owner shall not be considered vacant. The determination of whether a building is vacant will be made by the Enforcement Officer, Fire Department, Police Department or any combination thereof
A vacant building where no code violations exist and which is unoccupied for less than 120 days is exempt from registration under either of the following circumstances;
A. Where the vacant building is the primary residence of, and owned by, a natural person; or
B.  Where the vacant building is owned by a natural person and where a registered New York State licensed real estate agent has been retained to actively market the building
Article II: Vacant building registration.
A. An owner of a vacant building shall register such building with the Enforcement Officer immediately and renew said registration annually thereafter until the building is no longer vacant.
B. The registration shall be submitted on forms provided by the Enforcement Officer and shall include the following information supplied by an owner:
1. The property addresses;
2. The Tax Map identification (section, block and lot) number associated with the parcel improved by the building or structure;
3. The names, addresses, email addresses, and telephone numbers of all current owners. Registrants are responsible for giving updated information as needed;
4. The name, address, email address and telephone number of a person who resides in Oneida County or an adjoining county and who has the authority to act on the owner1s behalf regarding the property in the event of an emergency;
5. The names and addresses of all known lienholders and all other parties with an ownership interest in the building and a statement indicating whether the property is the subject of any mortgage or tax foreclosure;
6. A statement as to whether the owner intends or owners intend to rehabilitate and reoccupy the building or, if not, a statement as to how the owner intends or owners intend to dispose of the property;
7. If the owner is a corporate entity, including, but not limited to, a corporation, limited liability corporation, professional limited liability company, or limited liability partnership, the name, address, email, and telephone number of an agent responsible for maintenance of the property, AND at least one active officer, partner and/or member of such entity, the registered address for the entity, and the state on which the entity is registered; and
8. Proof of property insurance. This requirement may be waived by the Enforcement Officer upon a showing by the applicant that such insurance is not available for the subject property.
C. As a condition of registration, all applicable laws and codes shall be complied with by the owner. The owner shall notify the enforcement officer of any changes in information supplied as part of the vacant building registration within 30 days of the change.
D. A new owner shall register or reregister a vacant building with the enforcement officer within 30 days of any transfer of an ownership interest in a vacant building.
E.  The vacant building shall be registered prior to the issuance of a building permit, with the exception of a demolition permit.

Article III: Vacant building registration fees.
The owner of a vacant building shall pay an annual fee as set forth in Subsection A of this section for the period the building remains a vacant building. The owner will pay the fee when put on the registry and subsequently the fee will be due and owed on January 1 of each following year while the building is on the registry
1. Fee schedule.
0. For residential buildings of one to three units:
0. For years 1-5: $100.
0. For each subsequent year: $200.
0. For residential buildings of four to six units, and mixed commercial and residential buildings of two or three residential units:
1. For years 1-5: $150.
1.  For each subsequent year: $300.
0. For residential buildings of seven or more units, and mixed commercial and residential buildings of four or more units:
2. For years 1-5: $200.
2. For each subsequent year: $400.
0. For nonresidential buildings, the greater of:
3. For years 1-5: $200 or $0.05 per square foot.
3. For each subsequent year: $400 or $0.20 per square foot.
1. The Vacant Building Registry fee shall be the responsibility of the owner of the property and shall be paid by such person. The expense incurred shall be a lien against the real property and shall be assessed and levied as provided in this section.
1. The person responsible for paying the fee shall be notified of the amount of such cost by first-class mail sent to his/her address as shown on the assessor's records. The notice shall include a statement of determination of vacancy, the date of determination and cost of said fee. The notice shall also inform the person responsible of his right to appeal the determination and fee as provided in this section. The enforcing officer shall send a copy of the notice to the Village Clerk, who shall be responsible for collection of same. If the person responsible fails to pay the total amount due within 30 days after the mailing of said notice, then a late charge of $10 shall be assessed and added to the charge. If payment of a charge is delinquent as of May 20 following the incurring of the fee, then the Village Clerk shall cause the charge to be added to the next Village tax bill and collected and enforced in the same manner as provided by law for the collection of taxes by the Village. Prior to adding the charge to the Village tax bill, there shall be imposed, in addition to the amount due, an additional administrative charge in the amount $10.
1. Any objection to the fee shall be made within 30 days after the mailing of the notice as provided in this section. Such objection shall be in writing and filed with the Village Clerk. The person responsible shall have an opportunity to present objections to the Village Board of Trustees either by personal appearance or in writing and the time to pay same without penalty shall be extended during the pendency of the appeal. The Village Board of Trustees shall determine the merits of the objection and notify the applicant in writing of the determination.
Article IV: Enforcement
A. The enforcement officer shall document any property-specific engineering reports, written statements from community organizations, other interested parties or community residents regarding the condition, history, problems, status, or building influence of a vacant building. The enforcement officer shall also document any property-specific reports from the Police Department and Fire Department indicating vacant property status.
B. Where an owner or responsible party fails to maintain a vacant building or premises in compliance with any lawful standard, after notice and opportunity to be heard to such owner or responsible party, the Village Board of Trustees may cause the violation or violations to be corrected pursue reimbursement for the cost of abatement under any authority available by law, including, but not limited to Chapter 73 of the Village Code of New York Mills, New York State Property Maintenance Code 108.2, or any other equivalent law or ordinance. 
Article V: Biannual reports.
The Enforcement Officer shall submit a biannual report not later than January 15 and July 15 of each year to the Village Board of Trustees containing not less than the following information:
A. The number of buildings in the Village declared vacant in each category set forth in Article III under the provisions of this article; and
B. The number of vacant building registrations filed or annually renewed with the Enforcement Officer within each category.
Severability. 
If any part of this Chapter shall be found to be void, voidable, or unenforceable for any reason whatsoever, it shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any remaining section or provision of this Chapter. 
Effective Date
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.
All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 33:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Frankland, seconded by Trustee Edwards to schedule a Public Hearing for Local Law #1 of 2026 for June9, 2026.  All in favor, motion passed.
A motion was made by Trustee Edwards, seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to allow the mayor to sign the Oneida County Stop DWI contract.  All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 34: 2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Copperwheat, sell the PD Vehicle on Auctions International.  All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 35:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Copperwheat, seconded by Trustee Chamberlain to increase the price for tire tags as follows:  $5 for no rim and $10 for rims.  All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 36:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Frankland, seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to hire the following for the Park Program for 2026:  Cassidy Albright $25, Paige Plumly $20, Derek Baur $20, Wendy Luton $20 and bus driver Ed Younghanz $20.00.  All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 37:2026 A motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain, seconded by Trustee Edwards to open bis for a display case at Pulaski Park for the USS Arizona.  
Sealed bids will be received by the Village Clerk of New York Mills until 12pm May 26, 2026, for the following project: Installation of USS Arizona Memorial at Pulaski Park.
Project description/scope of work:
USS Arizona Display associated with the following scope of work:
Install (2) 6" sonotube foundations or new display case next to existing plaque display at Pulaski Park.
Signage details:
(2) 4"x 4" thick concrete aluminum posts with bolting plates.
(1) 26" high x 72" wide x 10" deep x 30 degree angle aluminum display case with removeable 1.5" retainer.
1/4" Lexan facing materials.
1/4" aluminum pedestal base skirting.
All metal surfaces to be powder coated bronze.
Include (1) 12" wide by 20" high x 1/4" thick precision manufactured bronze 3-dimension plaque with raised text, single line border, oxidized satin finish with pebble background. Proof shall be provided to the Village Board to be approved before manufacturing.
Bid shall include pre-mounted 22" high x 54" wide x 6mm DiBond digitally printed and laminated American Flag. 
Questions regarding specifications shall be directed to the Office of the Village Clerk on 315-736-9212. Bid packages will be available from the Village Clerk commencing May 18, 2026
Bid Opening:
[bookmark: x__Hlk180035454]Bids will be publicly opened and read aloud at 6pm on May 26, 2026, at the Village Office, 1 Maple Street, New York Mills, N.Y. 13417. The Village reserves the right to reject any or all bids.
By order of the Village Board, acting through Mayor Ernie Talerico.
All in favor, motion passed.

Resolution 38:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Copperwheat, seconded by Trustee Edwards to all the Village Clerk to collect property taxes beginning June 1, 2026.  All in favor, motion passed.
Resolution 39:2026:  A motion was made by Trustee Frankland, seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to transfer ownership of equipment from Engine 2 for a sum of $1.  All in favor, motion passed.
Mayor Talerico informed the Board up the following upcoming events; Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day.  Also, senior banners will be hung within the next week.
A motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain, seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to schedule a meeting on Tuesday May 26th at 6PM to open the bids for the USS Arizona.  All in favor, motion passed.
Old Business
Centennial Park.

With no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Chamberlain and seconded by Trustee Copperwheat to adjourn the meeting. All in favor; motion passed. The meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Amy A. Topor
Village Clerk/Treasurer
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